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Tools from Infant Research for the Practicing Psychoanalyst

by

Alexandra Harrison, M.D.

Friday evening

February 8, 2008
7:30 p.m.
Boettcher Auditorium

(on the DU campus in building #51 (2050 E. Iliff Avenue at Race Street, with 

Visitor Parking available directly to the west of the building)

This meeting is free and open to all.


Dr. Harrison will explain how the conceptual tool of contemporary developmental theory and the technical tool of videotape analysis can be useful to the psychoanalyst in his or her daily work.  Using illustrations of videotapes from the analytic treatment of a young girl – a 3-year old adopted from China at age 18 months – Dr. Harrison will demonstrate how these tools allow the analyst to observe and make sense of the non-verbal and moment-to-moment analytic process, aspects of the analysis little addressed by psychoanalytic theories.  She will discuss how approaches and insights derived from the study of videotaped analyses of children can be used to enhance the understanding of adult analytic cases.

The reference for this preservation:  Harrison, A. M. & Tronick, E.Z. (2007) Understanding therapeutic change:  Now we have a playground, JAPA 55 (3): 853-874.  

Educational Objectives: 

(1) The participants will become familiar with a contemporary developmental theory, the “Dyadic Expansion of Consciousness Model”, of E.Z. Tronick.

(2) The participants will acquire a basic understanding of non-linear dynamic systems theory and how it relates to human development.

(3) The participants will learn techniques of analyzing videotapes.

(4) The participants will achieve an appreciation of how non-verbal and moment-to-moment communicative behavior functions in the psychoanalysis of adults. 

Alexandra Harrison, M.D., is  a  Training & Supervising Analyst in adult and child analysis at the Boston Psychoanalytic Society and Institute, and Assistant Clinical Professor in Psychiatry at the Harvard Medical School.  
The American Psychoanalytic Association is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. The American Psychoanalytic Association designates this continuing medical education activity for 1.5 credit hours each in Category 1 of the Physician’s Recognition Award of the American Medical Association. Educational goals: (1) Participants will expand their understanding of the essentials of Bowlby’s attachment theory and Klein’s concept of phantasy  (2) Using vignettes drawn from clinical work and experimental observations, participants will be helped to expand the clinical utility of attachment theory by integrating it with psychoanalytic concepts.
Questions may be directed to the Society office at 303-315-7776.
