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OEDIPUS-SCHMEDIPUS: A CONTEMPORARY REVIEW OF THE OEDIPUS COMPLEX IN THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Instructors:  Cheryl Straus-Witty, Ph.D. & Jennifer Kennedy, M.D.

Dr. Straus-Witty is a clinical psychologist, child and adult psychoanalyst. She has been practicing in Colorado Springs for the past twenty-seven years, and recently opened a private practice in Nathrop, Colorado. She specializes in the evaluation and treatment of affective and anxiety disorders, PTSD, learning disabilities and neuropsychological dysfunction, divorce and custody issues.  Dr. Kennedy completed her analytic training at the Topeka Institute for Psychoanalysis, and was Director of the Eating Disorders and Trauma Recovery Programs at the Menninger Clinic in Topeka. For the past ten years, she has been engaged in the practice of general adult psychiatry at the Veterans Administration Medical Center in Grand Junction, Colorado.

Drs. Straus-Witty and Kennedy are both members of the faculty of the Denver Institute for Psychoanalysis.

Description:  

Sigmund Freud defined the Oedipus complex as a critical event in normal development and as the core of neurotic conflict. This continuing education course will consider the progression of analytic theory beyond Freud’s thinking, with particular attention to newer ideas about child development, the psychosexual development of girls/women, and the unfolding of gender identity and sexual object choice. Concepts will be illustrated by presentation of clinical and other examples, and through discussion.

Goals:   Participants will:

Learn about the psychoanalytic origins of the Oedipus complex as a concept regarding human development, and about a number of elaborations of the theory.

Deepen their knowledge of development through the triangular phase, and thus be better equipped to understand, interpret, and help resolve their patients’ conflicts arising from their Oedipal experience.

Date: Saturday, September 29, 2007.

Time: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Place: The Colorado Psychiatric Hospital Building at 8th and Bellaire (Room to be announced).

Cost: $65 for Denver Psychoanalytic Society members, $75 for non-members.

