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Sleeping with the Enemy: 
On the clear, present, yet strangely seductive danger of psychoanalytic research
by

Jonathan Shedler, Ph.D.

Friday evening

December 7, 2007
7:30 p.m.
Boettcher Auditorium

(on the DU campus in building #51 (2050 E. Iliff Avenue with

Visitor Parking available directly to the west of the building)

This meeting is free and open to all.


Multiple Choice:  You are an instructor in a psychoanalytic training program. You have just explained a psychoanalytic concept when a trainee—professionally weaned on a diet of evidence based medicine and empirically supported therapies—asks for supporting empirical evidence. You should: 

a) Interpret the trainee’s unconscious aggression

b) Explain that your seminar is for students who already believe in psychoanalysis 

c) Change the topic

d) Explain why empirical research is inapplicable in this arena of knowledge

e) Discuss the strong empirical evidence for psychoanalytic concepts and treatments 

This lecture is for anyone who has ever had to take this exam in real life or fears they might (and for anyone who has secretly wanted to administer it to a teacher or supervisor). 

CME/CE objectives:  Attendees will a) learn what empirical research can and cannot contribute to psychoanalytic knowledge; b) understand the limitations of empirical research for psychoanalytic inquiry; c) gain an overview of the compelling empirical research supporting psychoanalytic concepts and treatments.

(over)
Jonathan Shedler, PhD, is the first recipient of the American Psychoanalytic Association’s Scientific Paper Prize for the most distinguished scientific contribution to psychoanalysis.  He is a leading contributor to the Psychodynamic Diagnostic Manual, has authored over 50 scholarly articles in psychology, psychiatry, and psychoanalysis, and is internationally recognized for his work on personality and personality pathology.  He is co-author, with Drew Westen, of the Shedler-Westen Assessment Procedure (SWAP) for personality diagnosis, which has been translated into eight languages and is used by psychoanalytic investigators on five continents.  Dr. Shedler is Associate Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, Director of Psychology in the University of Colorado Hospital Outpatient Psychiatry Department, and a faculty member at the Denver Psychoanalytic Institute. 
The American Psychoanalytic Association is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. The American Psychoanalytic Association designates this continuing medical education activity for 1.5 credit hours each in Category 1 of the Physician’s Recognition Award of the American Medical Association. 
Questions may be directed to the Society office at 303-315-7776.

